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Formation of “Friends of the Charlestown Navy Yard” organization announced

-- Navy Yard Cleanup Day planned for October 16 --

Charlestown, Mass. (September 28, 2004) — Residents of Charlestown have announced the formation of a new, community-based organization, known as the Friends of the Charlestown Navy Yard (FCNY), aimed at improving the quality of life for those who live, work, and play in the Charlestown Navy Yard (CNY).  The FCNY also intends to emphasize the historical significance of the CNY as a valuable destination spot for visitors.   In addition, the FCNY announced its inaugural community event, a Navy Yard Cleanup Day on Saturday, October 16, 2004.
Formed as an independent, non-profit 501(C)(3) organization, the FCNY has already met with the Boston Redevelopment Authority (BRA) staff and will work closely with the BRA on a number of issues affecting the CNY.  In addition, the FCNY will work together with the Charlestown Neighborhood Council to enhance the Navy Yard as an active part of the Charlestown community.  The FCNY’s goals include promotion of responsible development in the Charlestown Navy Yard consistent with its historical designation and waterfront location.  The FCNY will work with other community-based organizations to foster a 
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productive relationship between residents and businesses located in the CNY and elsewhere in Charlestown.  

To accomplish its goals, the FCNY will:

· Provide a forum for residents to discuss issues related to the CNY

· Communicate concerns of residents to the Charlestown Neighborhood Council

· Participate in the review of proposed development projects in the CNY

· Develop proposals for open space, facilities and programs to enhance the CNY as a destination

· Maintain ongoing voter registration and “get out the vote” programs

· Sponsor events that highlight the CNY’s value to the Charlestown community

A Board of Directors has been selected, including residents of the Navy Yard and other parts of Charlestown, a representative of the Charlestown Neighborhood Council, a director from the National Park Service and two directors from other non-profit Charlestown community-based organizations.  The initial elected officers are Paul D. Broude, Chairperson; Michael W. Parker, President; Elaine V. Vigneau, Treasurer; and Richard F. Burtt, Secretary.

As its first event, FCNY is hosting a Navy Yard Cleanup Day on October 16, with invitations to the general public and elected officials to enjoy the event.  Local businesses and organizations sponsoring the event include the Charlestown Navy Yard Bistro, Chow Thai Café, Cold Stone Creamery, Courageous Sailing Center, Curves, Friendly’s, Finagle a Bagel, Johnnie’s Foodmaster, Kenney Development Company, Lobster Café, McCarthy Brothers Liquors, Mezé 
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Estiatorio, National Park Service, RE/MAX Navy Yard Realty, Residence Inn by Marriott, Sorelle Bakery, Store 24, and Tavern on the Water, with more sponsors being added daily.  Volunteers for the Cleanup will meet at the Korean War Memorial located in the Shipyard Park at 10 AM.  Following the Cleanup, a cookout will take place on Pier 6 at the end of 8th Street, including a raffle and many fun activities for the children of Charlestown as well as presentations by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency and the National Park Service.

“We are excited to have such a terrific kick-off event for the FCNY and invite one and all, from Charlestown, from other parts of Boston, and visitors to our great city,” comments Michael Parker, President of the FCNY.   “Bring your family and friends to enjoy this fun-filled day in our historic home.”

For more information and to obtain a membership form, visit the Friends of the Charlestown Navy Yard website at www.friendscny.org.
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