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                  NEWSLETTER- May 2005 

                     PO Box 290787 * Charlestown, MA* 02129-0124
                         www.friendscny.org * info@friendscny.org  


Greetings!!

Welcome to the first edition of the Friends of the Charlestown Navy Yard (FCNY) Newsletter!  We plan to publish the newsletter every month, bringing you the latest news that impacts the Navy Yard.  If you have any feedback on this newsletter, please send us an e-mail to info@friendscny.org. And if you haven’t yet joined, click here for the Membership Application http://www.friendscny.org/images/FCNY-MembershipForm-V1.3.doc.

Since we founded the Friends organization last summer, membership has climbed to almost 200, with great involvement from all parts of Charlestown and many local businesses.  There has been a whirlwind of activity, with Parcel 4 work beginning, the Pier 5 proposal on the table, and many other things brewing. We have held informational meetings about development activity in the Navy Yard; led letter-writing campaigns in response to the Pier 5 and Special Public Destination Facilities proposals; met with many state, local and federal officials; conducted a voter registration drive and “get out the vote” campaign; and participated in numerous forums to speak our minds.  We’ve held a couple of social events, two clean-up days, and have reached out to the rest of the Charlestown community.  Great progress and still more to do! Check our website periodically to get up-to-the-minute news.

Thanks for your involvement.

Paul Broude, Chairperson, and Michael Parker, President


DEVELOPMENT UPDATES

Parcel 4, Harborview Point  Much of the soil testing on Parcel 4 has been completed and construction of the building envelope is scheduled to begin on June 1, 2005.  This 325,000 square foot, 224-unit building with 347 parking spaces will take approximately 24 months to complete. Also, the Charlestown Neighborhood Council recently sent a letter to the developer of Parcel 4 objecting to the use of non-union workers. Stay tuned!  For more information, go to www.friendscny.org and see our New Development page.

Charlestown Row Houses Parking  The parking behind the Row Houses building will be temporarily moved to Parcel 5 as construction begins on Parcel 4.

Expansion of Shipyard Quarters Marina  The BRA has approved a 50-slip expansion of Shipyard Quarters Marina.  The new slips will be located in front of Parcel 4. Nineteen parking spaces for the Marina have been secured in Building 199.  Construction is expected to commence this summer.

Parris Landing  New roofs and windows are being installed in the five buildings of Parris Landing.  The BRA has approved a redesigned entrance to the building on 8th Street and the change of white window castings to dark green.  Many changes are also occurring with the landscaping and pool area.  The garage will be repaired with construction scheduled to start in June.  Temporary parking for Parris Landing residents will be on Parcel 5, with shuttle service to transport residents back and forth to their cars.  For more information, go to www.friendscny.org. 
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SPDF Study and Amendment to Municipal Harbor Plan (MHP)  The BRA is proposing five “Story Loops” but to date has not presented a concrete plan to the neighborhood as to how these improvements will be funded.  To see the FCNY letter to the BRA on this planning process and for updates on next steps, go to www.friendscny.org under New Development.

Pier 5, The Residences at Pier 5  The deadlines for comments on the project’s Draft Environmental Impact/Draft Project Impact Report (DEIR) for the State and the BRA were in March and April.  The State’s decision on the DEIR expressed concerns regarding the size of the structure and open space requirements as well as vehicles crossing over the Harbor Walk. The State has also instructed the project proponent not to file its Final Environmental Impact Report until the MHP amendments are completed.  The Charlestown Neighborhood Council wrote a letter suggesting that the proposal as it currently stands is incomplete and requires additional work before the CNC can render an opinion.   The BRA has not yet issued its decision on the DEIR.  For ongoing updates and to see FCNY letters and response letters from the State, go to www.friendscny.org, New Development.


IN MEMORIAM

J. Roger Seabury, co-owner of the Tavern on the Water and Warren Tavern and member of the FCNY, passed away on May 1, 2005 after a brief illness. He will be sadly missed by all – the FCNY expresses condolences to his entire family.  Memorial contributions may be made to the Wakefield Citizen Scholarship Fund, c/o J. Roger Seabury, Jr. Fund, P.O. Box 321, Wakefield, MA 01880, a charitable 501 (c) (3) organization.


NEWS & ACTIVITIES

February Cocktail Party  The FCNY held a cocktail party at the Tavern on the Water in February.  On this fun-filled evening, over 100 members and potential members enjoyed free food and were able to meet their neighbors.

May 14, Navy Yard Spring Clean-Up  Over 30 neighbors gathered outside Hot Off the Press Café, enjoyed a breakfast special and gathered up the rakes and shovels to clean the Navy Yard.  After the event, workers enjoyed refreshment provided by Parris Landing and listened to Vivien Li, Executive Director of The Boston Harbor Association.  For more information and pictures, go to www.friendscny.org.

Super Duck Tours is planning to operate two duck tour boats beginning this summer, with tours loading at the circle at the end of Terry Ring Way.

Courageous Sailing Center is offering special discounts to FCNY members.  Contact FCNY Director, Mary Yntema, at www.courageoussailing.org for details.


UPCOMING EVENTS

· Mid- to end-June, 2005:  Annual FCNY Membership Meeting.  To be scheduled - check for updates on www.friendscny.org
· June 12, 2005:  12:30 PM, Bunker Hill Parade

· June 18, 2005:  10 AM – 4 PM, Gardens for Charlestown Garden Tour

· July 21, 2005: 6 – 10 PM, Make a Mark Celebration, Courageous Sailing Center fundraiser, Pier 4

· August 12 & 13, 2005:  Flip Flop Regatta on Pier 4

See our website for more information!  www.friendscny.org









