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Greetings!!

Welcome to our second edition of the Friends of the Charlestown Navy Yard (FCNY) Newsletter!  To view our first newsletter and lots of other information, visit www.friendscny.org. In case you missed last month’s edition, we plan to publish the newsletter every month, bringing you the latest news that impacts the Navy Yard.  

This month, at the request of the Boston Redevelopment Authority (BRA), the FCNY has proposed through the Charlestown Neighborhood Council (CNC), a series of summer programs to bring the community and visitors to the Navy Yard. The first event is the co-sponsorship of Charlestown Working Theater’s presentation of “Celebrate the Summer Solstice” in Shipyard Park on June 21 (see below). Other ideas being discussed include a boat parade, arts in Shipyard Park, a “taste of Charlestown Navy Yard” event, and an activity day. Stay tuned for news as specific events unfold! Join us on Thursday, June 23 at 7 PM at the Constitution Inn to plan more summer events! In addition, the FCNY will work with other community groups on interim improvements that could be made in the Navy Yard as a precursor to the longer-term implementation of the Special Public Destination Facility (SPDF) plan.

If you have any feedback on this newsletter, please send us e-mail to info@friendscny.org. And if you haven’t yet joined, click here for the Membership Application http://www.friendscny.org/images/FCNY-MembershipForm-V1.3.doc.

Thanks for your involvement.

Paul Broude, Chairperson, and Michael Parker, President


DEVELOPMENT UPDATES

For updates and meeting comments, go to www.friendscny.org, New Development.

Hoosac Stores Warehouse The National Park Service has accepted a proposal from the Architectural Heritage Foundation to renovate and lease the Hoosac Stores Warehouse.  The warehouse will be the new home of the North Bennet Street School, which teaches craft making and other trades.  The Hoosac Stores Warehouse is listed on the National Register of Historic Places. 

Parcel 4, Harborview Point The first in a series of construction management meetings by Turner Construction was held on June 14, 2005.  The parking behind the Row Houses building will be temporarily moved to Parcel 5 as construction begins on Parcel 4 on July 5.  The sheet piling installation is scheduled to begin on July 19.  The next meeting will be July 26.  Contact names are posted on the website.

Parris Landing The pool is now open with a brand new fence surrounding it.  Construction continues on various buildings including the parking garage, with parking temporarily moved to Parcel 5.  Correction from the May newsletter: The white-framed windows will remain white and the green-framed windows will replace the brown-framed ones.   

SPDF Study and Amendment to MHP  No updates have been received by the neighborhood on the BRA’s proposed SPDF plan of five “Story Loops” nor information about how these improvements will be funded.
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Pier 5, The Residences at Pier 5     The State has some concerns regarding the size of the structure and open space requirements, as well as vehicles crossing over the Harborwalk.  The BRA has not yet issued its decision on the Draft Project Impact Report on Article 80.  For more information and to see the FCNY comments on this project, visit the website.

Public Hearing - House Bill #1305  July 11, 2005 – Plan to attend this important public hearing. The proposed legislation will enable Building 114 to construct the Harborwalk on the seaward side, with an exemption to slightly cross the Harbor line, connecting it to Chelsea Street with the possibility of future extension along Little Mystic.  Watch for details on the website.


NEWS & ACTIVITIES

Summer Solstice -- Tuesday, June 21, 6 - 8 PM  Join one and all in Shipyard Park for a Family Event “Celebrate the Summer Solstice,” presented by the Charlestown Working Theater and co-sponsored by the Boston Redevelopment Authority and the FCNY.  The event starts promptly at 6 PM with storyteller Diane Edgecomb relating fun stories about the summer solstice.  There will be face painting, a sing-along and balloons for the children. Beverages and ice cream will be provided.  Bring a picnic supper and join in the festivities!  Please RSVP if possible to info@friendscny.org.

Dining Under the Stars   Outdoor dining is now available at Navy Yard Bistro on 1st Avenue, Tavern on the Water on Pier 6, and the Marriott Hotel Harborwalk Café on Tudor Wharf.  Maybe summer is finally here!

The Secret Ark of Icon Park  Have you noticed the blue structure being erected in front of the Commandant's House? The Grand Opening of the Secret Ark of Icon Park will be July 2, 2005; music and food provided.

D-day ship Docks on Pier 4  LST-325 (landing ship, tanks) arrived in Boston on June 8 and will dock on Pier 4 from June 8 through June 20.  The boat is open to the public from 9 AM - 4:30 PM daily.  What an incredible story – several of the original World War II crew are on board and the tour is certainly worth it!

60th Anniversary of World War II Commemorative Ceremony  Bringing to a close Boston Navy Week, those in all military services who served in World War II will be honored in a ceremony, Saturday, June 18, from 1:00 – 2:30 PM on Pier 1. 

Navy Yard Spring Cleanup  See your neighbors hard at work at the May 14 Navy Yard Cleanup Day!  Pictures are now posted on the website at http://www.friendscny.org/images/fcny_cleanup_may05.pdf.   

UPCOMING EVENTS

· Saturday, June 18, 2005:  Gardens for Charlestown Garden Tour, 10 AM – 4 PM
· Tuesday, June 21, 2005:  “Celebrate the Summer Solstice,”  6 – 8 PM, Shipyard Park
· Thursday, July 21, 2005: “Make a Mark Celebration,” Courageous Sailing Center Fundraiser, 6 – 10 PM, Pier 4.  Join the fun of cocktails and hors d’oeuvres, silent and live auctions, and dancing to the Compaq Big Band.  For ticket information, go to www.courageoussailing.org.
· Tuesday, July 26, 2005: Parcel 4 Construction Management Meeting #2, 6 PM, Constitution Inn
· August 12 & 13, 2005:  Flip Flop Regatta on Pier 4.  Sponsored by the Ally Foundation, a non-profit organization that honors the memory of Alexandra Nicole Zapp and seeks to prevent opportunities for violent sex offenses.  For more information on this exciting Regatta, go to www.theallyfoundation.org.
See our website for more information!  www.friendscny.org









