[NAME, ADDRESS]

[DATE]

Bruce K. Carlisle, Acting Director

Coastal Zone Management
251 Causeway Street, Suite 800

Boston, MA 02114

Re: 
Municipal Harbor Plan Amendments – Charlestown Navy Yard

Dear Mr. Carlisle:

As a resident of Charlestown I am disappointed by the recent proposed amendments to the existing Municipal Harbor Plan by the Boston Redevelopment Authority.  What was to be a planning document to preserve public rights in the Charlestown Navy Yard only serves to reinforce the belief that the BRA is more interested in privatizing the waterfront with luxury condominium developments than it is in preserving public waterfront access and enjoyment.  

As an example of the BRA’s focus on development is the relocation of special public destination spaces from Pier 5 and Yard’s End to the Ropewalk and Chain Forge Buildings.  The City has ceased all funding for the Ropewalk, and the Chain Forge is a rundown, decrepit and environmentally challenged building.  There is very little likelihood of either building being developed for years, if ever.  The movement of waterfront public space to these buildings is illusory and disingenuous - waterfront public space naturally needs to be on the waterfront. 
 
On the waterfront itself, the amendments reduce special public destination facility space on Pier 5 to a mere 2,000 sq. ft. and is misleading in that it denies the existence of the most heavily used piece of the decaying Harborwalk, the frontage along Pier 5, and allows a 1 vehicle per 45 seconds to pass over this crucial thread of the Navy Yard waterfront.  
 
The MHP amendments eradicate the promises to the community contained in the 1991 MHP, a document that was ignored by the BRA and Yard developers.  Seeing that the BRA ignored the promises of the 1991 MHP, the community cannot have any confidence that the good parts of the MHP amendments will be ever be implemented.  The implementation plans are vague at best. The community has seen this implementation vagueness before, the result being a decaying HarborWalk that is an embarrassment.  Being a developer in the Yard, it is a conflict of interest for the BRA to be setting development requirements, as proven by the disregard of the 1991 MHP.

The community has commented on the Charlestown waterfront development for several years to no avail.  We look to the state process to finally implement Chapter 91 correctly for the good of the community.  The community only asks that you to enforce Chapter 91 as it should be enforced. The future of the Boston waterfront depends on it – once public access is given away to private development, it cannot be taken back for the public.  







Sincerely,







[NAME]

cc:  
Congressman Michael Capuano

Gov. Deval Patrick

Rep. Eugene O’Flaherty 
 
Mayor Thomas M. Menino


Paul McCann, BRA


Councilor Salvatore LaMattina


Councilor Michael Flaherty


Councilor Felix D. Arroyo


Councilor Stephen J. Murphy


Councilor Sam Yoon

Ian A. Bowles, EOEEA

