GLOSSARY OF TERMS, AGENCIES AND OFFICIALS
AGENCIES

ACE – United States Army Corps of Engineers.  The ACE, in addition to its other 
responsibilities, reviews and issues permits for any construction projects that impact any 
navigable water of the United States, including Boston Harbor.  These permits include 
Section 10 Permits and Section 404 Permits.  For more information, see 
www.usace.army.mil/inet/functions/cw/cecwo/reg/.

BRA  - Boston Redevelopment Authority.  The BRA is the City of Boston’s planning 
and economic development agency.  The BRA reviews proposed development projects 
and makes recommendations on major construction and redevelopment activity to the 
City's Zoning Commission and Zoning Board of Appeal.  The BRA is also responsible 
for the development of the City’s planning initiatives, including Municipal Harbor Plans.  
For more information, go to www.cityofboston.gov/bra.
CNC – Charlestown Neighborhood Council.  The CNC, in addition to its other 
responsibilities, is responsible for reviewing development proposals in Charlestown and 
providing community input on such proposals to the City of Boston under Article 80, the 
Boston Zoning Code.
CZM – Massachusetts Office of Coastal Zone Management.  CZM is a part of the EOEA and is primarily responsible for protecting the state’s coastal resources.  CZM’s responsibility includes the regulations under Chapter 91 which govern development over Tidelands such as Pier 5.  For more information, go to www.mass.gov/czm/czm.htm.
DEP – Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection.  DEP is a part of the 
EOEA and is responsible for protecting human health and the environment by ensuring 
clean air and water and the preservation of wetlands and coastal resources.  For more 
information, go to www.mass.gov/dep/dephome.htm.
EOEA – Massachusetts Executive Office of Environmental Affairs.  EOEA is 
responsible for the state’s environmental protection programs.  The Secretary of EOEA 
must approve any Municipal Harbor Plans as well as the MEPA Scoping Certificate for 
any development project in the state.  For more information, go to 
www.mass.gov/envir/eoea.htm.
EPA – United States Environmental Protection Agency.  EPA is responsible for the 
federal government’s environmental protection programs.  For more information, go to 
www.epa.gov/.
FEMA – Federal Emergency Management Agency.  FEMA, in addition to 
coordinating federal response to disasters, manages the National Flood Insurance 
Program.  For more information, go to www.fema.gov.
MEPA Unit – Massachusetts Environmental Policy Act Unit.  MEPA is part of the 
EOEA and conducts environmental impact reviews of projects requiring state permits or 
licenses.  For more information, go to www.mass.gov/envir/mepa/index.htm.
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Jarrett T. Barrios – Massachusetts State Senator
LeAndrea Dames – MEPA Analyst of the Massachusetts Executive Office of 
Environmental Affairs
Robert W. Golledge, Jr. – Commissioner of the Massachusetts Department of 
Environmental Protection

James Gribaudo – Senior Project Manager of the Boston Redevelopment Authority
Ellen Roy Herzfelder – Massachusetts Secretary of Environmental Affairs
Michael Killoran – Charlestown Neighborhood Coordinator for the Mayor’s Office of 
Neighborhood Services
Michael Kineavy – Director of the Mayor’s Office of Neighborhood Services
Ben Lynch – Acting Chief of the Waterways Program of the Massachusetts Department 
of Environmental Protection 
Mark Maloney – Director of the Boston Redevelopment Authority
Thomas Menino – Mayor of the City of Boston
Eugene L. O’Flaherty – Massachusetts State Representative
Paul Scapicchio – Boston City Councilor for District 1, including Charlestown
Tom Skinner – Director of the Massachusetts Office of Coastal Zone Management
Paul J. Sneeringer – Project Manager, Permits & Enforcement Branch, Regulatory 
Division, New England District, of the United States Army Corps of Engineers
TERMS

Article 80 – The Boston Zoning Code.
BRA Scoping Determination ​– A decision issued by the BRA setting forth the scope and the topics to be covered by the Project Impact Report (PIR) that must be filed with the City of Boston by a developer of a proposed project.
Chapter 91 – The Massachusetts Public Waterfront Act, which governs development of 
waterfront property in Massachusetts.
CNY – The Charlestown Navy Yard.
Commonwealth Tidelands – Tidelands owned by the state or a political subdivision.
CMR – The Code of Massachusetts Regulations, which is the official codification of 
regulations adopted by state agencies.
DPIR - A Draft Project Impact Report
EENF – An Expanded Environmental Notification Form filed by a developer at the 
beginning of a proposed project that describes the planned development.  After 
comments from various state and municipal agencies, as well as the public, EOEA issues 
its MEPA Scoping Certificate and the BRA (in the case of Boston projects) issues its 
BRA Scoping Determination.
EIR – An Environmental Impact Report that must be filed with the state by a developer 
of a proposed project
FEIR – A Final Environmental Impact Report.
FPIR - A Final Project Impact Report.

Filled Tidelands – Former submerged lands and tidal flats which are no longer subject to 
tidal action due to the presence of fill.
Flowed Tidelands – Submerged lands and tidal flats which are subject to tidal action.
FPA – Facilities of Public Accomodation, which are uses of space that are open to the 
public.
FPT – Facilities of Private Tenancy, which are private uses of space such as residences.

Land Disposition Agreement – The agreement between the BRA and LDA Acquisition LLC, pursuant to which LDA acquired the rights to develop various parcels in the CNY.
MEPA Scoping Certificate – A decision issued by the Secretary of the EOEA setting forth the scope and the topics to be covered by the Environmental Impact Report (EIR) that must be filed with the state by a developer of a proposed project.
MHP or Municipal Harbor Plan.  A Plan adopted by a city or town, with the approval 
of the EOEA, which provides for the development of a harbor area and which may 
modify the Chapter 91 rules which govern development of waterfront areas.
1991 MHP – The City of Boston’s Municipal Harbor Plan adopted in 1991.
Nonwater-Dependent Use – For purposes of Chapter 91, Nonwater-Dependent Uses are 
those which may be located on waterfront property, but do not rely on their close 
proximity to the water. Examples of uses include retail and commercial outlets, hotels, 
offices, restaurants, gas stations and residences.
PEIR - A Preliminary Environmental Impact Report.
PIR – A Project Impact Report that must be filed with the City of Boston by a developer of a proposed project.
Requirement 3 – A provision in the Secretary’s 1991 Approval Decision which 
stipulates that 50% of the total lot area of the CNY shall be preserved as publicly 
accessible open space at all times.
Requirement 7 - A provision in the Secretary’s 1991 Approval Decision that permits 
residential development on Pier 5 only if the 1991 MHP is amended to provide specific 
guidelines for the development of FPAs that avoid conflict and minimize incompatibility 
with the operation of nearby water-dependent and/or public activities.

Requirement 8 – A provision in the Secretary’s 1991 Approval Decision that permits 
residential development on Pier 5 only if the 1991 MHP is amended to provide one or 
more plans to develop a network of SPDFs within the CNY concurrent with the 
development of the relevant FPTs.
Secretary’s 1991 Approval Decision – The formal decision of the Secretary of EOEA in 
1991 approving the City of Boston’s Municipal Harbor Plan.
Section 10 Permit – A permit that must be obtained from the ACE under Section 10 of 
the Rivers and Harbors Acts of 1899.  The review of projects and issuance of these 
permits is designed to prevent unauthorized obstruction or alteration of any navigable 
water of the United States.
Section 404 Permit - A permit that must be obtained from the ACE under Section 404 of 
the federal Clean Water Act for the discharge of dredged or fill material into waters of the 
United 
States in connection with any construction project.
SPDF – Special Public Destination Facilities, which are FPAs that enhance the 
destination value of the waterfront by serving significant community needs, attracting a 
broad range of people, or providing innovative amenities for public use.
Tidelands -  Present and former submerged lands and tidal flats lying between the 
present and historic high water mark, whichever is further landward, and the three mile 
offshore limit of state jurisdiction.
Velocity Zone – For purposes of FEMA, areas subject to high velocity waves and wind-
driven waves such as storm surges.
Water-Dependent Use - For purposes of Chapter 91, Water-Dependent Uses are those 
that require direct access to or location in tidal or inland waters. Examples of uses include 
piers, wharves, marinas, boathouses, shoreline protection, jetties, revetments, seawalls, 
ripraps and floats.
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