FCNY Comment Letter – Relocation of Water Shuttle from Pier 4 to Pier 3

From: Parker, Michael W.

Sent: Tuesday, April 22, 2008 9:51 AM

To: feedback.eot@eot.state.ma.us

Cc: OFlaherty, Gene - Rep. (HOU); salvatore.lamattina@cityofboston.gov; Anthony.Galluccio@state.ma.us; John.R.Connolly@cityofboston.gov; Michael.F.Flaherty@cityofboston.gov; Lewis, Geoffrey

Subject: 

Charlestown Navy Yard Pier 3 - Relocation of commuter water shuttle from Pier 4

Dear Secretary Cohen:

The Friends of the Charlestown Navy Yard is a neighborhood association of over 300 members who are deeply involved in improving the quality of life in the Navy Yard for both residents and tourists.  In this spirit, Friends held a public meeting on February 12, 2008 regarding the proposed relocation of the Inner Harbor Ferry from the Yard to Long Wharf from Pier 4 to Pier 3.  We informed by the Boston Redevelopment Authority that the relocation of the ferry was instrumental and in fact, a precondition imposed by EOT in return for a significant grant to rehabilitate Pier 3.  Pier 4 will now be utilized for water dependent uses such as the docking of larger visiting ships.  Attached is the almost 100 page transcript of comments generated by the approximately 100 residents in attendance.  Also in attendance were State Rep. Eugene O'Flaherty, Boson City Councilors Salvatore LaMattina, Michael Flaherty and John Connolly.  In addition, there were representatives from Mayor Menino's and State Se. Gallucio's offices present. 

While Friends is excited to see funds for badly needed pier rehabilitation, the BRA has provided little detail regarding the necessity for the relocation of services (other than the aforementioned precondition), as well as site design.  At the Feb. 12th meeting many concerns were raised by local residents who rely on the ferry to commute across the Harbor (the nearest subway stops are distant).  First off, the additional quarter mile walk around Drydock 2 to reach Pier 3, especially critical for the elderly, handicapped and children is a community concern.  In fact, it is not clear what sort of handicap access will be provided and whether there will be a drop-off/pick-up spot on Baxter Road, which is currently closed to through traffic (Baxter Road lies partly in the National Park and is jointly owned by the BRA and the Park Service). In the transcript, please note the concerns voiced by Ms. Pam Daley.  

Other concerns noted were the public safety issues, i.e., lighting, repair of Baxter Road, lack of a waiting facility (there is a 500 sf. lit and heated waiting room adjacent to Pier 4), as well as the potential loss of ridership.  The relocation of the ferry will certainly impact businesses located in the eastern portion of the Yard, as well as steer visitors from the Korean War Memorial and Shipyard Park and the underutilized Yard's End area.  It was also noted that Pier 3 would be a logical place for the larger boats to be docked that are now proposed for Pier 4 in lieu of the commuter ferry.

In summary, year-round residents/commuters will be unduly inconvenienced with the proposed relocation.  Friends respectfully submits that the community would be better served by leaving the commuter shuttle service at Pier 4 with the utilization of the new water dependent uses to Pier 3.  Pier 4 is a much more convenient location for daily commuters to get to work and Pier 3, being within the National Park is a more logical spot for the larger visiting ships to dock. Thank you for your attention to this matter. 

Please do not hesitate to contact me should you have any questions or comments.  

Regards,

Michael Parker

Chair FCNY

(617) 951-1190 

[REFERENCE transcript at http://wsm.ezsitedesigner.com/share/scrapbook/32/320737/FCNY_Development_Committee_021208.doc]

