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January 2010 Happenings

Spaulding Rehabilitation Hospital’s Relocation to the Navy Yard From Nashua Street
After garnering approval from the state and the BRA late last year, Spaulding has begun site preparation for construction of its new hospital on Parcel 6 east of 16th Street at Yard’s End.  The proposed new hospital will be an eight-story, 228,300 square foot building with a height of 110 feet.  The new hospital will provide approximately 132 beds (12 pediatric), as well as state of the art therapy facilities and out-patient services and includes a two-level 203 space underground parking garage.  In conjunction with the project, the Harborwalk will be extended along parcels 6 and 7 up to Building 114.  Construction is expected to take approximately three years and be completed sometime in 2012.   

Presently, the site is being prepped for construction with the cleanup of residual contamination from historical Navy Yard operations, involving soil excavation.  The Charlestown Neighborhood Council is conducting monthly construction meetings (chaired by FCNY director Dave Whelan with the participation of FCNY’s Neighborhood Council representative Michael Parker) with representatives from Spaulding, its construction team and the community.  These meetings have been well attended and have focused on truck traffic in the Yard, construction worker parking, dust and noise control and other issues important to abutters.  The next meeting is scheduled for January 25th at 7:00pm at the Constitution Inn.  

Potential Berthing of the Tugboat LUNA in the Navy Yard   
Representatives from FCNY, the Boston Harbor Association, the Charlestown Waterfront Coalition and the BRA met last week with the stewards of the National Historic Landmark LUNA to discuss the relocation of the LUNA from its present berth in Chelsea to the Navy Yard.  Since rescuing the LUNA 15 years ago from neglect and disrepair, the stewards have raised and spent over $1 million on a painstakingly precise reservation effort.  One of the last existing wooden tugs built in the United States (it was placed in operation in 1930), berthing in the Navy Yard would raise its visibility, allow for visitors and provide an appropriate bookend to the USS Constitution.  We expect more details to be coming in the next few months, so stay tuned.

DeCordova Museum Sculptures in the Navy Yard

FCNY has joined forces with the DeCordova and the Boston Arts Commission about the possibility of placing museum quality outdoor sculptures throughout the Navy Yard.   The next step is to raise funds to hire a grant writer to obtain the funding needed for installation of the sculptures.  When the Navy Yard was decommissioned and turned over to the City in the 1970s, public art was planned, but as of yet, not come to fruition.  We are excited about the possibility of making public art in the Yard a reality.

Pier 5 

At its January 12th board meeting, the BRA took the first steps to de-designate the LLC controlled by Martin Oliner as Pier 5 developer.  When, and if, the de-designation process is completed, the development rights to Pier 5 will go back out for bid.  It remains to be seen if the BRA’s action will be appealed by the developer.  

Navy Yard Parking

FCNY is working with the Neighborhood Council, the BRA and the Boston Transportation Department to develop a resident parking plan in the Navy Yard.  The increase in commuters, and others, using the free parking in the Yard as a parking lot while they go to work, or to airport for extended trips, as well as the lack of a street cleaning program, has brought the parking issue to a head.  We will be working with a representative from each residential development, as well as local businesses, in developing a plan.    
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