FCNY Letter to Coastal Zone Management re Water Shuttle Relocation Proposal

From: Michael Parker, Chair, Friends of the Charlestown Navy Yard

To:  David Slagle, Ben Lynch

Date:  14 January 2008

Subject:  Charlestown Navy Yard - Proposal to Relocate Inner Harbor Water Shuttle to Pier 3

Dear Mr. Slagle:
 

On behalf of the Friends of the Charlestown Navy Yard ("Friends"), I write to express concern regarding the Boston Redevelopment Authority's proposal to relocate the Inner Harbor Water Shuttle ("Shuttle") from Pier 4 in the Charlestown Navy Yard to Pier 3.  Founded in 2004, Friends is a neighborhood group with over 300 members with a mission to promote responsible development within Charlestown and improve the quality of the Navy Yard for residents and visitors alike.  Friends has commented on several proposed development projects as well as working closely with the BRA, the City of Boston, the Commonwealth and other similarly situated community groups such as the Charlestown Waterfront Coalition, The Boston Harbor Association, Save the Harbor Save the Bay and the North End Waterfront Residents Association on numerous issues impacting Boston's waterfront.  Accordingly, Friends offers the following comments.
 

While Friends applauds the rehabilitation and activation of Pier 3, we have reservations as to the implementation of such.  When the proposal was first mentioned in the proposed Municipal Harbor Plan Amendments, the proposal included a pedestrian footbridge across Drydock 2 which separates Pier 4 from Pier 3.  Otherwise, the majority of the Shuttle users would need to walk an extra quarter of a mile to reach the Shuttle.  While not sounding like much, the additional walk will be taxing for the elderly and children, especially on inclement days, making total walking distance for some close to a mile to reach the Shuttle.  Use of public transportation is certain to decline and encourage more car and taxi trips within the Navy Yard.
 

The HarborWalk is not particularly well maintained and it is unclear who will be responsible for clearing the Baxter Road, the access street jointly owned by the BRA and the National Park Service. In addition, due to the NPS, BRA and State Environmental Police activities, it is not a particularly pedestrian and tourist friendly area.  As some parts of the NPS was closed and gated after 9/11 (i.e., the HarborWalk is closed), there is no assurance that access will be available to Pier 3 at all times.   More consideration should be given as to the Pier 3 location.
 

There presently exists a 500 square foot Chapter 91 mandated public waiting area at Flagship Wharf.  This waiting area will be rendered useless by the relocation.  The same principle applies to waterfront activation.  Moving the Shuttle to the somewhat inaccessible Pier 3 without the footbridge access will serve to deactivate the waterfront, a stated goal of the Friends and the BRA alike.  Pier 4 is clearly a better location from which to link up to other water transportation nodes along the Harbor.  Friends envisions a day where Shuttle access to all of the Boston's waterfront neighborhoods will be a reality.  An interconnected Harbor with easily accessible Shuttle stops will be true waterfront activation.
 

Friends believes that the docking of large ships would be better served at Pier 3 or at Yard's End to activate that forgotten area of the Navy Yard (i.e., Parcels 4 and/or 5), as would retaining the Pier 4 Shuttle service.  This will keep ridership at current levels and prevent an increase in vehicular trips. At the very least, the footbridge should be included in Phase I of the project.   Navy Yard residents have been too often promised future proposals in the past without seeing them come to fruition for a myriad of reasons.  
 

Finally, the community has not had sufficient time to properly consider this proposal.  Friends is holding a public meeting at the Constitution Inn at 7pm on February 12, 2008 to gather public comment.  We invite you to attend and use this opportunity to hear from the residents.  We will be compiling a transcript as well as written comments to send to you and other appropriate contacts.  We ask that you consider these comments in your decision.  Please do not hesitate to contact me should you have any questions or comments.
 

Regards, 
 

Michael W. Parker
Chair, Friends of the Charlestown Navy Yard
(617) 951-1190 
mparker@rackemann.com
 

