Boston Civic Design Commission Meeting

Feb 1, 2005

There was a brief presentation by the developer of Pier 5 representatives to the BCDC, an arm of the BRA on February 1, 2005.  The meeting was held in the BRA Board Room on the 9th floor, City Hall. 

The building will not be enlarged but the number of units will increase from 59 to 75.  The building will be 55 feet high plus mechanicals and elevator housing.  The elevator housing will consist of two towers, each extending 20 feet above the roofline to a 75 foot height.  The design of the roof has been scaled back to lessen view impacts slightly.  The rooftop is to be landscaped to create a roof deck(s) – not yet determined if the roof deck(s) will be exclusive or common area.

The developer has not secured the 110 parking spaces in Flagship Wharf, and is employing the assistance of the BRA in purchasing said spaces.  The plan to build an underground structure on Parcel 2A3 has been scrapped.  

There is a valet drop-off mid-building.  The plan is to valet owner’s vehicles over from Flagship’s garage, crossing and disrupting the Harborwalk.  Another issue in this arrangement is the driving off of the Pier by residents on the way out and restaurant and lodging customers.  When asked about the disruption of the Harborwalk and the safety issues resulting from the mix of pedestrian and vehicle use, the developer’s representative suggested that another approach would be to have vehicle owners walk the short distance to Flagship to retrieve their cars.

The developer’s representative suggested that the disruption of the Harborwalk for access to the Pier would be no more disruptive than other access points in the Navy Yard.  He was reminded that those access points were “grandfathered in’ prior to the more stringent state Chapter 91 regulations.  

The plan is for 15 slips in a Marina.  Because the purview of the BCDC is design only, no discussion of the wind impact on Courageous Sailing was discussed.

Although the model was purportedly to scale, it was not apparent that sufficient open space had been preserved.

After discussion by the BCDC regarding the importance of the Harborwalk pedestrian/vehicle safety issues, the BCDC voted unanimously (with one recusal) to approve the project design.

